PREFACE

just a proof that Prelacy and Popery were practically
indistinguishable, were alike idolatrous and Anti-
Christian, a thing not to be even tolerated. The more
positive 'notes'of Puritanism, doctrinal and practical,1
Salvation by Faith in the Imputed Righteousness of
Christ, the condemnation of the drama as such, of
all popular amusements, of dancing, of music, were
coloured and intensified by this central hatred of
Rome, of everything which the Mediaeval Church
had sanctioned or condoned, the compromise which,
it seemed to tfi.em, that Church had made with the
World and the Flesh. This is the Puritanism with
which I am concerned, a revival of the other-worldly
spirit of the Early Church, animated by a hatred as
intense as that felt by the Early Church for a per-
secuting idolatry, but directed now against a great
branch of the Christian Church, a persecuting Church
indeed, but which they also were persecuting and
believed it their duty to persecute: * Whatever was
the cause, laws were made in many countries against
Papists which are as bloody as any of those which
have been enacted by the Popish Princes and States;
and where these laws were not bloody, in my opinion
they were worse; as they were slow, cruel outrages
on our nature, and kept men alive only to insult in
their persons every one of the rights and feelings
of our nature* (Burke). It is this hatred which dis-
colours the stream of Puritan poetry in its noblest
representatives, in both Spenser and Milton. Of
Puritanism in the looser, modern sense of the word
the Protestant can boast no monopoly. The true

1 Si etenim quispiam sit qui scenicis ludis adesse, qui in levioribus
negotiis atque colloquiis juramenta fortiter spargers, qui alternando pocula
vino semet ingurgitate, qui denique choris, aJeae, luxui non audet in-
dulges, non aliter induitur ei nomcn quam Puritani.
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